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Supporting every dream.

THE REST BEHIND EVERY PERFORMANCE.

At Sealy, we understand that brilliance begins long before the curtain rises.

Deep, restorative sleep provides focus, strength and grace - the hallmarks of every Queensland Ballet 

performance. With innovative support technology and luxurious comfort, Sealy Posturepedic helps every 

body rise ready to perform. 

Presenting Partner of The Nutcracker

Queensland Ballet Soloist Georgia Swan

Photography David Kelly



Queensland Ballet acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we train and perform. 
Long before we arrived on this land, it played host to the dance expression of our First Nations Peoples.

We pay our respects to their Elders, past, present and emerging, and acknowledge the valuable 
contribution they have made and continue to make to the cultural landscape of this country.

From the
Artistic Director

This season holds special significance. Over a decade 
on our stage, we bid farewell to Ben Stevenson's
The Nutcracker. It has been part of Queensland 
Ballet’s festive tradition, bringing joy to families and 
marking the holiday season for many in our community.
 
I acknowledge the Artistic Directors before me, who 
believed in the enduring magic of The Nutcracker. 
François Klaus, who first introduced it to our 
audiences, and Li Cunxin AO, under whose tenure Ben 
Stevenson’s version truly became a cornerstone of 
our festive season. Their stewardship helped shape a 
shared cultural moment for Brisbane each year.

Ben Stevenson’s The Nutcracker wouldn’t be possible 
without the support of Amanda Talbot and Valmai 
Pidgeon AM, whose generosity helped us first bring 
this production to the stage to become a beloved 
holiday tradition. 

My thanks also go to Sealy of Australia as Presenting 
Partner of The Nutcracker, our Partners and Donors, 
State and Federal Governments, all who make this 
production possible.

As we perform it for the final time, we do so with 
appreciation, for the dancers who have brought 
these characters to life, for the audiences who have 
embraced it, and for the memories created across 
generations.
 

We now look to the future. Queensland Ballet is 
preparing a new production of The Nutcracker, 
to premiere in 2026. This will be an entirely new 
Nutcracker, created just for Queensland Ballet by 
Derek Deane OBE with designs by Lez Brotherston 
OBE. It’s going to be spectacular: epic in vision, 
breathtaking in detail, and certain to draw audiences 
not only from Queensland, but from right across 
Australia.
 
Thank you for joining us as we say goodbye to one 
tradition and prepare to welcome another.

Ivan Gil-Ortega
Artistic Director   

Scan for
cast sheets



Credits

Duration: Approximately two hours, including one 
20-minute interval.

The matinee performance on Sunday 7 December 
is performed to recorded music. Recording by 
Queensland Symphony Orchestra and Voices of 
Birralee, conducted by Nigel Gaynor. 

Every effort was made to ensure program details were 
correct at the time of printing, however details are 
subject to change where necessary and without notice. 
Please check queenslandballet.com.au for updates. 

Choreographer ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Ben Stevenson OBE

Composer ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky

Music Arranger and Conductor ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������    Nigel Gaynor

Guest Conductor ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������    Alexander Rodrigues

Costume Designer ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ Desmond Heeley

Associate Costume Designer ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������    Noelene Hill

Set Designer ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Thomas Boyd

Lighting Designer �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  David Walters

Revival Lighting Designer ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������    Cameron Goerg

Music Performed by �����������������������������������������������������������������������    Queensland Symphony Orchestra,

Voices of Birralee,

St Peters Lutheran College Choir

Thank You, Brisbane — For 13 Magical Years

For 13 wonderful years, Ben Stevenson's The Nutcracker has become a cherished part of Brisbane’s Christmas 
tradition. As we take our final bow for this beloved production, we want to say a heartfelt thank you for making it 
such a special part of your festive season. 

To celebrate, we’re giving away 3x double passes to our premiere season of Derek Deane's The Nutcracker in 
2026. To enter, share your favourite moment from this year’s production on Instagram and tag us @qldballet for 
your chance to win! 

Thank you for sharing the magic of dance with us. Here’s to new stories, new dreams, and the next chapter of
The Nutcracker. 



The Choreographer
Ben Stevenson OBE served as Artistic Director of 
Houston Ballet from 1976-2003, raising the company 
from a regional troupe of 28 dancers to an internationally 
acclaimed ensemble of over 50 artists.  

For his contributions to international dance, Mr Stevenson 
was named an Officer of the Order of the British Empire 
(OBE) by Queen Elizabeth II in the New Year’s Honors List 
in December 1999. In April 2000, he was presented with 
the Dance Magazine Award.  

In July 2003, he was appointed Artistic Director Emeritus 
of Houston Ballet, and the company’s affiliated school was 
renamed Houston Ballet’s Ben Stevenson Academy.  

Mr Stevenson, a native of Portsmouth, England, received 
his dance training at the Arts Educational School in 
London. He appeared with the Sadler’s Wells Royal Ballet 
and English National Ballet where, as a principal dancer, he 
performed leading roles in all the classics.  

In 1967, English National Ballet asked him to stage his first, 
and highly successful, production of The Sleeping Beauty 
which starred Margot Fonteyn. In 1968, Rebekah Harkness 
invited him to New York to direct the newly formed 
Harkness Youth Dancers. After choreographing Cinderella 
in 1970 for the National Ballet in Washington, D.C., he joined 
the company in 1971 as Co-Director with Frederic Franklin.  

Mr Stevenson has received numerous awards for 
his choreography, including three gold medals at the 
International Ballet Competitions of 1972, 1982, and 1986. 
In 2018, Mr Stevenson was acknowledged by the Chinese 
government as one of the most influential Foreign Experts 
in the past 40 years since China initiated its policy on 
Reform and Opening Up.  

In July 2003, Mr Stevenson assumed the artistic 
directorship of Texas Ballet Theatre in Fort Worth, Texas. 

Ben Stevenson OBE
Choreographer

"I’ve loved The Nutcracker since 
I danced in Houston Ballet’s 
1979 production. The ballet is 
a magical fantasy which brings 
families together for a special 
time of shared enjoyment. The 
Nutcracker is our Christmas 
gift to Queenslanders, and I 
am excited that this season 
has become an annual festive 
tradition in Brisbane."  
LI CUNXIN AO 
FORMER ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 



Act I
Herr Stahlbaum and his wife are hosting a Christmas party. 
Clara and Fritz, their children, greet the guests.
All the children are given toys by their parents. Suddenly, 
the mysterious Dr Drosselmeyer arrives and entertains 
the children with his magical tricks and wind-up dolls. 
Dr Drosselmeyer brings a special gift for Clara – a 
wooden Nutcracker. In a jealous fit, Fritz breaks it, but Dr 
Drosselmeyer quickly repairs the Nutcracker. The party 
ends, the guests leave and the Stahlbaums retire for the 
night. Clara awakens, the clock strikes midnight, and the 
room fills with giant mice which attack her! Life-sized toy 
soldiers, led by the valiant Nutcracker, come to her rescue. 
The King Rat attacks the Nutcracker, but Clara hits him 
with her shoe, and the Nutcracker wins the battle. After the 
battle, the Nutcracker turns into a handsome prince. The 
Nutcracker Prince transforms the Stahlbaum’s house into 
the Land of Snow. The Snow Queen and the Snow Prince 
dance with the Snowflakes. Clara and the Nutcracker 
Prince depart for the Kingdom of Sweets in a beautiful, 
enchanted sleigh. 

Act II
Clara and the Nutcracker Prince continue their journey 
across the Lemonade Sea. When they arrive in the 
Kingdom of Sweets, the cooks are preparing delectable 
treats for their enjoyment, and they are greeted by the 
Sugar Plum Fairy. In Clara’s honour, the Sugar Plum Fairy 
arranges for the inhabitants of her kingdom to entertain 
them while they eat by performing a Spanish dance, 
an Arabian dance, and a Chinese dance. Clara is also 
entertained by the Dance of the Mirlitons, a dance with 
Mother Ginger and her children, a Russian dance and the 
Waltz of the Flowers. Then, the Sugar Plum Fairy and the 
Nutcracker Prince dance a grand pas de deux. As the 
celebration draws to a close, Clara drifts off to sleep. She 
awakens from her dreams as the Nutcracker salutes his 
Princess Clara. 

The Story

Act I
Clara and Fritz are playing with gifts 
at their parents’ Christmas party. 
In a jealous fit, Fritz breaks Clara’s 
Nutcracker doll, but the mysterious Dr 
Drosselmeyer repairs it. When the clock 
strikes midnight, the room fills with giant 
mice which attack Clara. Life-sized toy 
soldiers led by the valiant Nutcracker 
come to her rescue against the King Rat. 
The Nutcracker turns into a handsome 
prince and transforms the house into the 
Land of Snow. Clara and the Nutcracker 
Prince depart for the Kingdom of Sweets 
in an enchanted sleigh. 

Act II
When they arrive, the Sugar Plum 
Fairy and all the kingdom’s inhabitants 
entertain them with beautiful dances. As 
the celebration closes, Clara drifts off 
to sleep. She awakens from her dreams 
as the Nutcracker salutes his Princess 
Clara.
 

For Younger Audiences



Lucy Green Yanela Piñera

Neneka Yoshida

PRINCIPAL ARTISTS

Our Dancers



SOLOISTS

Vito Bernasconi Lina Kim Georgia Swan

SENIOR SOLOISTS

Sophie ZoricicRian Thompson

FIRST COMPANY ARTISTS

Vanessa MorelliD’Arcy Brazier Libby-Rose Niederer Ivan Surodeev

Chiara Gonzalez

Edison Manuel



COMPANY ARTISTS

Taron GeylClayton Forsyth

Kaho Kato

Ines Hargreaves

Sophie Kerr

Renee FreemanHeidi Freeman

Dylan Lackey Callum Mackie Briana McAllen

Joshua Ostermann Brooke Ray Paige RochesterAlisa Pukkinen

Lewis Formby

Leisel Rose

Jessica Stratton-Smith Alfie Shacklock

Luca Armstrong Sean FerencziRuby DayShaun Curtis

Frederick Montgomery

Joseph Moss



The Jette Parker Young Artist Program is generously supported by Oak Foundation, Barbara Bedwell, Darren & Carmel Brown,

Marietjie & Keith Brown, Brett Clark AM & Maria Clark, Dr Ben Duke & Ms Cate Heyworth-Smith KC, Frazer Family Foundation,

Goldburg Family Foundation, Patricia Macdonald Memorial Foundation, CP Morris Fund at the APS Foundation, and Liz & Graeme Wikman.

JETTE PARKER YOUNG ARTISTS

Jai FauchonDeclan Daines Moeki Kojima Georgia Lorange Seth MarshallAnnie Chen

Telia TownsendEli SouthurstMia Paske Brooke TarryLevi Miller Francesca Poi

YOUNG DANCERS

Abbey Neill
Alexandar Maric
Alexander Seymour
Arabella Lloyd
Audrey Mead
Charlie Small
Charlize Fung
Chelsea Fox
Elleira McKenzie-McHarg

Emma Etheridge
Evie Robertson
Fred Stapleton
Gia Kim
Giselle Garsnworthy
Grace Peet
Hadley Osborne
Hannah Frank
Hannah Todd

Indira O'Neill
Isabella Brook
Jonathan Powell
Liam Sullivan
Lyra Osborne
Olivia Chung
Oscar Peet
Oscar Ziolek
Patrick Martin

Pippa Mitchell
Richie Statham
River Lim
Scarlett Johnston
Sylvie O'Neill
Tristan Johnston
Victoria Vasilyeva
Zara Todd



Live Music Partner
Here at Queensland Symphony Orchestra, we’re for great music. As 
one of the largest performing arts companies in Queensland and the 
state’s only professional symphony orchestra, Queensland Symphony 
Orchestra performs a wide variety of concerts all year round in 
Brisbane and beyond. From classical music masterpieces, blockbuster 
film scores and exciting family concerts to intimate chamber music 
performances in our Studio, Queensland Symphony Orchestra aims 
to be an orchestra for everyone. Each year, we  collaborate with Opera 
Australia, Opera Queensland, and Queensland Ballet to present 
exceptional experiences. 

CONCERTMASTER
Glenn Christensen

VIOLIN 1 
Johnny van Gend * 
Ann Holtzapffel 
Brenda Sullivan 
Camille Barry º 
Eliza Scott 
Gregory Lee 
Haneulle Lovell º 
Lynn Cole 
Mia Stanton 
Rebecca Seymour 
Ryoko Arai º 
Sonia Wilson 
Stephen Tooke 
Warwick Adeney º 

VIOLIN 2 
Katie Betts  
Natalie Low 
Nicholas Penfold 
Ceridwen Jones º 
Clare Cooney º 
Delia Kinmont 
Faina Dobrenko 
Harold Wilson 
Helen Travers 
Jane Burroughs 
Jordan Hall 
Runa Murase º 

VIOLA 
Imants Larsens ~ 
Julian Duthoit ∞ 
Bernard Hoey 
Charlotte Burbrook de Vere 
Ella Pysden 
Graham Simpson 
Gregory McNamara 
Li-Ping Kuo º 
Nara Dennis º 
Nicole Greentree 

CELLO 
Hyung Suk Bae ~ 
Isaac Davis >> 
Andre Duthoit 
Craig Young 
Kaja Skorka 
Kathryn Close 
Matthew Jones 
 
DOUBLE BASS 
Phoebe Russell ~ 
Dušan Walkowicz >> 
Anne Buchanan 
Justin Bullock 
Ken Poggioli 
Paul O’Brien 

FLUTE 
Alison Mitchell ~ 
Braden Simm º 

PICCOLO 
Laura Cliff ^º 
Sonia Croucher ^º 

OBOE 
Sarah Young = º 
Sarah Meagher >> 
Alexa Murray

COR ANGLAIS
Vivienne Brooke * 

CLARINET
Irit Silver ~ 
Brian Catchlove >> 
Josephine Daniel º 

BASS CLARINET
Nicholas Harmsen *  

BASSOON 
Nicole Tait ~ 
David Mitchell >> 
Amelia Cody-Byfield º 
Evan Lewis 

CONTRABASSOON
Claire Ramuscak * 

FRENCH HORN
Nicholas Mooney ~ 
Timothy Allen-Ankins >> 
Jude Austen º 

TRUMPET 
Rainer Saville ~ 
Richard Madden >> 
Alfred Carslake 

TROMBONE 
Ashley Carter >> 
Cian Malikides º 
Phillip Soalheira º 
Tyler Jones-Brennan º
  
BASS TROMBONE 
Nicolas Thomson * 

TIMPANI 
Tim Corkeron * 
Fraser Descovich ^º 

PERCUSSION
David Montgomery ~ 
Josh DeMarchi >> 

HARP 
Emily Granger * 
Lucy Reeves ^º 

~ Section Principal 
= Acting Section Principal 
≥ Associate Concertmaster 
>> Associate Principal  
+ Acting Associate Principal 
∞ Assistant Principal 
* Principal  
^ Acting Principal 
º Guest Musician 

Musicians subject to change
without notice



PAGE TITLEQueensland Ballet

PATRON
Her Excellency the Honourable 
Dr Jeannette Young AC PSM, 
Governor of Queensland

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chair
Brett Clark AM
Directors
David Carter 
Alison de Groot
Luke Fraser
Susannah George 
Ian Klug AM 
Danielle McFall-Weiss

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS 
Brett Clark AM
Marlene Collins 
Pauline Crowe 
Lynette Denny AM 
Prof. Ashley Goldsworthy AO OBE 
Kevin Hodges 
Patrick Kelly 
François Klaus 
Valerie Lisner 
Margaret Lucas OAM 
John Matthews 
Dr Neil McCormack 
Adjunct Prof. Joan Sheldon AM 
Neil Summerson AM

EXECUTIVE
Artistic Director 
Ivan Gil-Ortega
Executive Director 
Dilshani Weerasinghe

DIRECTORS
Ballet Répétiteur and Philanthropy
Engagement Director 
Rachael Walsh
Director of Academy of
Queensland Ballet
Christian Tàtchev
Director of Audience and Engagement
Lisa Summer-Hayes
Director, Community Health Institute 
Zara Gomes
Director of Finance & Impact
Paula Perkins
Director of Precincts and Capital Projects
Lucas Gilroy
Director of Production Services 
Shaun O’Rourke
Executive Producer 
Craig Cathcart
Music Director & Principal Conductor  
Nigel Gaynor

ARTISTIC AND MUSIC STAFF
Ballet Répétiteurs
Matthew Lawrence
James Barton
Company Liaison 
David Power
Head of Music
Roger Cui
Company Pianist
Yuko Yoshioka 
The Marion Pender Piano Fellow
Feodora Zu Hohenlohe

PRODUCTION CREDITS
Head of Production
Don Mackenzie
Production Stage Manager
Heather O’Keeffe
Assistant Stage Managers 
Emma Richards 
Bella Wilkinson 

Head Mechanist 
Ben Marcolin 
Deputy Head Mechanist 
Sam Packer 
Head Electrician  
Matthew Allan 
Lighting Design Operator 
Tim Gawne 
Head of Costume 
Lauryn Jackson
Costume Operations Manager / Associate 
Designer 
Zoe Griffiths 
Costume Performance Manager 
Barb Kerr 
Costume Workroom Manager 
Kathi Lionheart 
Principal Cutters 
Sharon Clarke 
Saffron Firkins 
Cutter 
Aeron Malbasias 
Costumier / Milliner & 
Costume Administration 
Vicki Martin 
Costumiers 
Karen Blinco 
Bethany Cordwell 
Naomi Huntsman 
Isabelle Lacombe 
Michelle Potts 
Frances Pyper
Yasmin Rich 
Ai Shaw 
Theatre Dresser / Maintenance 
Bethany Cordwell 
Wig, Hair, and Makeup Supervisor 
Michael Green 
Wig, Hair, and Makeup Artists 
Serena Fisher
Stella Harris 
Art Finisher 
Elsbeth Cameron 
Volunteer 
Holly Watson 
Thanks to the QPAC Wardrobe Team  

PERFORMANCE HEALTH TEAM
Head of Performance Health 
Michelle White
Company Physiotherapist 
Renee Meffan
Company Massage Therapist 
Pedro Alcobio
Pilates Instructor 
Catherine Neal
Strength Coach 
Tony Lewis

PHOTOGRAPHY CREDITS
Cover Queensland Ballet dancers.
Photography David Kelly.
02 Soloist Georgia Swan.
Photography David Kelly.
05 Ben Stevenson OBE and Li Cunxin AO in 
studio during Cinderella rehearsals.
Photography Christian Tiger.
11 Photo courtesy of Queensland Symphony 
Orchestra.
13 Principal Artist Yanela Piñera and
Former Principal Artist Camilo Ramos 
performing in Derek Deane's Strictly Gershwin.
Photography David Kelly.

To view our full staff list, please visit 
queenslandballet.com.au/discover/company/
staff

QUEENSLAND BALLET WAS FOUNDED IN 1960
BY CHARLES LISNER OBE.

PO Box 3567, South Bank, 
QLD 4101 
T 07 3840 7444 W qpac.com.au 

CHAIR
Ian Walker 

TRUST MEMBERS
Leanne Coddington, Dr Sophie Galaise, Rod 
Pilbeam, Rebecca Pini, Susan Rix AM, 
Patrice Scott

CHIEF EXECUTIVE
Rachel Healy

ACKNOWLEDGMENT
The Queensland Performing Arts Trust is a 
statutory body of the State of Queensland 
and is partially funded by the Queensland 
Government.  

The Honourable John-Paul Langbroek, MP 
Minister for Education and the Arts.

Sharon Schimming, Director-General, 
Department of Education

QPAC rests on the lands of the Yuggera 
and Turrbal peoples. We acknowledge the 
Traditional Custodians of this country and 
recognise their rich cultural heritage and 
enduring connection to the land, waters and 
skies. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples are this country’s original storytellers, 
and it is our privilege to continue to share 
stories and be a place of gathering on this 
land that has been a meeting place for 
millennia.

QPAC warmly thanks our key donors who 
help us engage broadly across the state and 
continue enriching lives through performing 
arts. 
 
If there is an emergency, please follow 
QPAC staff directions and move calmly to 
the nearest evacuation point.



Queensland Ballet Adventures
CELEBRATE BALLET. DISCOVER CUBA. 

31 October – 7 November 2026

In 2026, Queensland Ballet invites you on an unforgettable journey to the heart of Cuban culture, coinciding with the 29th 
International Ballet Festival of Havana. This exclusive tour is designed for those who cherish the art of ballet and seek 
extraordinary experiences. 

Itinerary Highlights 
•	 Be welcomed as special guests at the Opening Night 

Fiesta of the festival. 
•	 Explore Havana, Cienfuegos, and Trinidad, guided by 

local hosts and experienced luxury tour operators. 
•	 Indulge in luxury accommodation curated by our 

experienced travel partner. 
•	 Sip daiquiris a la Hemingway and traditional 

margaritas in Old Havana. 
•	 Enjoy private culinary experiences curated by our 

hosts and local experts. 
•	 Gain insider access to Cuba’s vibrant dance scene: 

- The National Ballet School 
- Cuban National Ballet Headquarters 
- Acosta Danza Studios 
- Danza Contemporánea de Cuba 

Why Join Us? 
Queensland Ballet Adventures are just one way in which 
we invite you to come in a little closer, to connect with us 
and with each other through unique experiences.
 
This cultural adventure is more than a tour—it’s a 
philanthropic endeavour. Your participation supports 
Queensland Ballet’s endeavour across Artistic, Academy, 
Community and the Thomas Dixon Centre. You will also be 
accompanied by Dilshani Weerasinghe, Executive Director, 
who will be unveiling exciting new avenues for Queensland 
Ballet by early November 2026. Be a part of the inner circle 
hearing the news first!  

We are proud to be partnering with Nicole Beasley Luxury 
Travel, we promise unparalleled access to Cuba’s history, 
architecture, and thriving arts scene. Join us for a journey 
that celebrates ballet, embraces culture, and champions 
wellness.

SCAN TO REGISTER
YOUR INTEREST



Our Supporters

VISIONARIES
Amanda Talbot  
Mr Tim Fairfax AC & Mrs Gina Fairfax AC 
Oak Foundation 

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE 
($100,000+)
Butta Family
Brett Clark AM & Maria Clark  
Frazer Family Foundation 
Ian & Cass George  
Goldburg Family Foundation  
Murphy Family Foundation  
Barbara Duhig    
McLaren Family  
Marion Pender 
Miss Valmai Pidgeon AM
Peter and Christine Taylor  

PRINCIPAL BENEFACTORS 
($50,000+)
Stack Family Foundation
Barbara Bedwell 
Marietjie & Keith Brown 
Liz & Graeme Wikman  
John & Lynnly Chalk  
Allan Green
Patricia Macdonald Memorial Foundation    
  
BENEFACTORS 
($20,000+)
Dr Philip Bacon AO  
Darren & Carmel Brown 
CP Morris Fund at the APS Foundation   
Dr Frank & Dr Ailbhe Cunningham  
Dr Ben Duke 
& Ms Cate Heyworth-Smith KC 
Jim & Michelle Gibson 
Andrea & David Graham  
The Harlyn Foundation  
Hayden Attractions Pty Ltd  
Frank Li & Family  
Mr John Story AO & Mrs Georgina Story  
Mrs Denise Wadley OAM  
Margaret Steinberg, 
in loving memory of Jane Steinberg
Ms Jane Murphy & Dr Anthony Cooper
The Hocking Mackie Fund
  
MUSIC DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE 
($15,000+) 
Morgans Foundation  
Chris & Kate May  
Denise O’Boyle   
Carole Byron  
Ross & Sophia Lamont  

PRINCIPAL DANCERS’ CIRCLE 
($10,000+)
FA & MA Pidgeon  
Robin Campbell & Bobby Valentine 
The Cory Charitable Foundation  
Dr Gay Crebert  
Flip    
Gay Hull  
Kay Ilett  
Shirley Jackson     
Mandy & John Peden  
Ross & Jennifer Perrett        
Dr Alex Markwell & Mr Anthony Allan  
The Shepherd Family Foundation
Dr Sheena Burnell
Mr Robin Murphy OAM
& Lyndell Beedell

SOLOISTS’ CIRCLE  
($5,000+)
Colin & Noela Kratzing    
Peter Myska     
J & M Johannessen  
The Parascos Eagles Family  
Dr Andreas Obermair & Dr Monika Janda  
Dr Diane & William Rockloff  
Kristy-Lee Seaton    
Judy Vulker  
Dr Jonathan Horton KC  
Lynette Denny AM  
Keira Brennan  
Tony & Josephine Sukkar  
Shirley Ann Jackson  
Roger & Judith Sack  

Dr Damien Thomson 
& Dr Glenise Berry  
Gino Giosue Milani  
Larissa Shumilo  
Kathryn & Richard Windeyer  
Diana Peterson  
Rob Deshon    
Andrew & Trudi Bofinger  
Helen Weissenberger    
Michele Norris  
Julieanne Alroe    
Debra Argaet  
Shane Jeffery O’Bryan  
Emily Ryan  
Pam Varcoe  
Mrs Margaret Lucas OAM
Melissa Blight 

CAPITAL ENABLERS
The Ian Potter Foundation  
Ken Talbot Foundation  
Clive & Conchita Armitage  
Mr Trevor St Baker AO 
& Mrs Judith St Baker  
Mrs Barbara Bedwell  
Brett Clark AM & Maria Clark  
Mr Tim Fairfax AC 
& Mrs Gina Fairfax AC  
Frazer Family Foundation  
Hancock Prospecting Pty Ltd 
& Gina Rinehart  
Ian & Cass George  
Goldburg Family Foundation  
David & Loraine McLaren  
Bruce & Jill Mathieson  
Murphy Family Foundation  
In loving memory of  
Kay Van Norton Poche AO  
Stack Family Foundation  
Anne Symons  
Mr Roy Thompson AC 
& Mrs Nola Thompson  
Liz & Graeme Wikman  
Mr Steve Wilson AM & Dr Jane Wilson  

Our grateful thanks go to our supporters 
who have dedicated a Theatre Seat 
or Dancers’ Dressing Room Station in 
support of our Thomas Dixon Centre re-
development. For the opportunity to Take 
Your Seat, please contact
give@queenslandballet.com.au
or 07 3013 6660.

QB FOREVER -
ENDOWMENT FUND DONORS
Mr Roy Thompson AC  
& Mrs Nola Thompson  
John & Noni Calleija, Calleija Jewellers  
Mrs Libby Albert, in loving memory of 
Mr Robert Albert AO  
Prof Ashley Goldsworthy AO OBE 
KSS KM  
Stuart Giles & Cathie Reid 
– Li Cunxin Scholarship Fund for the  
Queensland Ballet Academy 
Dr John Chalk & Mrs Lynnly Chalk
Dr Philip Bacon AO 
Frank Li Family
David and Diana Wu
FA & MA Pidgeon 
Dr Ben Duke
& Ms Cate Heyworth-Smith KC
The Clark Family Foundation
Butta Family
The Frazer Family Foundation
The Hocking Mackie Fund
Barbara Bedwell
Barbara Duhig
Patricia Macdonald Memorial 
Foundation  

CHARLES LISNER CIRCLE
Realised Bequest 
Kaye Brain Dance Education Fund  
Isabell Honor Hall Maynard  
Mr Kenneth Mitchell  
In loving memory of Kathy Nowik  
Dr Alf Howard  
Ruth Lane 
Lesley Merle Williams
John Woodward    

Notified Bequest 
Mr Robin Murphy OAM
Russell Barnett  
Lucien Castand & Donald Robson  
Louise Hamshere  
Peter Myska  
Dr Sheena Burnell  
David De Verelle-Hill  
Nigel & Diana Gaynor  
Kristine George  
Dr James McGown  
Desmond B Misso Esq  
Prof Phillip Morris    
Mrs Lynn Rainbow-Reid AM  
Anthea Steans  
Jane Steinberg  
Julie Vellacott  
Dr Valmae Ypinazar 
& Prof Stephen Margolis OAM 

SCHOLARSHIPS, AWARDS
& BURSARIES
Paulette Carson Scholarship Fund 
Charles Lisner Scholarship 
Department of Education  
Ergon Energy and
Energex Scholarship Fund  
François Klaus and Robyn White Award 
Kate and Chris May Scholarship 
Li Cunxin Scholarship Fund – supported 
by Cathie Reid & Stuart Giles 
The Shirley Goldsworthy Bursary 
Ruth Lane Memorial Scholarship 

QUEENSLAND REGIONAL
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Mr Tim Fairfax AC & Mrs Gina Fairfax 

In addition to the many generous individuals, 
trusts and foundations, our grateful thanks 
go to every supporter who has donated to 
Queensland Ballet. Your support helps us to 
achieve our ambitious vision to enrich lives. 

Dr Li Cunxin AO & Mrs Mary Li
Laura & Kevin Perkins
Karl Morris
Christine Van Zyl
Janis Viksne
Denise & Scott Wilson
Robynne & John Siemon 
Andrew & Kate Lister  

DANCERS’ CIRCLE
($2,500+)
Russell Barnett  
Ray Balks & Glenise Anderson  
Lyndy & George Atkinson  
Ian & Mary Bennie  
Robert Deshon  
Betzien Duffield Family  
Virginia Bishop  
Sharyn Crawford & Olive Oswald  
Kylie & Tony Ganko  
Troy & Karelia Gianduzzo  
Anita Green  
Sandra Haggarty  
Kirsten McKerrell & Martin Schulz  
Mark & Susan Middleton  
Rhyl Row    
Christine Winstanley  
Naomi & Gordon Wright  
Mr John B Reid AO 
& Mrs Lynn Rainbow-Reid AM
Louise Hamshere
Herbert & Jean Heimgartner 
Sue Shadforth & Bruce Lawford 
Dan & Helen McVay 
Jennifer Farmer
  
PATRONS’ CIRCLE  
($1,000+)
Lucien Castand & Donald Robson  
Lori Lowther 
Robyn Antill  
Wendy & Jock Kenny – 
Air Rite Mechanical Services  
Penny Anderssen  
Australian Harlequin Pty Ltd  
Dame Quentin Bryce AD CVO  
Lucy Coulson  
Laurie Cowled  
Tori CR  
T & M Daly  
Nadine Dietz & David Yeatman  
Margot Finney  
Karl & Sandi Fueloep  
Laurel George  
Ruth & Ian Gough  
Elizabeth Grigg   
Cindy Harrop  
Harlequin Floors Australia  
Paul Henderson & Margaret Pelton      
Roslyn & Peter Keay  
Nicole Klein & Emma Hilkemeijer  
Patricia Jackson  
Wayne Kratzmann  
Teresa Li  
Sheldon Lieberman  
Katrina Lines  
Lesley Lluka  
Gay Lohse  
Elizabeth Macintosh  
Philip & Margaret McMurdo  
Gail Newton  
Moira & Donna O’Sullivan  
Lynette Parsons  
J Paterson  
Kathryn Russell  
Alys Saylor  
Patricia Stacey  
Zenia & Christian Tàtchev  
Susan Urquhart  
Mark & Loryn Van Den Berg  
Diane Voller  
Dr Frances Ware 
Maryanne Webb  
The Weise Family  
Danielle & Schuyler Weiss  
Paula Perkins  
Warwick & Jane Carter  
Ian Klug  
Andrea Kriewaldt  
David & Anita Carter  
Russell Fortescue  
Frances Ware  

We gratefully acknowledge all who have supported Queensland Ballet so far. Our family of supporters all play a vital part in helping Queensland Ballet 
enrich lives through the beauty and joy of ballet. Philanthropy is what enables us to share the gift of ballet with communities in Queensland and beyond, to 
make the greatest impact, and to create a legacy for future generations to access and enjoy ballet.

Queensland Ballet thrives 
thanks to the passion of our 
audiences and the generosity of 
our supporters. There are many 
ways you can help us continue 
bringing world-class ballet to life, 
from making a donation, joining 
our Giving Circle, becoming a 
member, or sponsoring a dancer 
scholarship, to donating on 
Giving Day or leaving a legacy 
through a bequest.

Your support nurtures emerging 
talent, enables the creation 
of new works, and helps 
keep ballet accessible to all. 
Whether you're a lifelong lover 
of the arts or newly inspired, 
every contribution makes a 
meaningful impact.

Join us in shaping the future of 
ballet. To learn more, visit our 
website.

Donate today at 
queenslandballet.com.au/give



Queensland Ballet celebrates the extraordinary legacy of 
Denise Wadley OAM, a passionate advocate for the arts 
whose generosity continues to shape a vibrant future for 
young performers in Queensland.

Denise’s vision lives on through her remarkable gift, which 
strengthens Queensland Ballet’s commitment to nurturing 
the next generation of dancers and musicians. Her support 
creates opportunities for young artists to collaborate, 
learn, and perform together, enriching the cultural life of 
our state and inspiring audiences of all ages.

This season, we saw Denise’s impact in action. 
Productions such as Peter and the Wolf, presented by 
Queensland Ballet Academy and featuring talented 
musicians from Queensland Conservatorium, Griffith 

University, showcased the power of collaboration. These 
performances offer invaluable experience for emerging 
artists while elevating the live experience for audiences. 
Partnerships with the Queensland Youth Orchestra and 
Queensland Conservatorium, Griffith University, further 
deepen these connections, ensuring music and dance 
grow hand in hand for young artists in Queensland.

"Music is not simply 
accompaniment to dance; it is 
part of the very fabric of the art 
form"
IVAN GIL-ORTEGA 
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 

DENISE WADLEY OAM AND THE FUTURE OF YOUNG ARTISTS

A Legacy of Inspiration

Philanthropy plays a vital role in sustaining and advancing 
the arts. For Queensland Ballet, it is not only a catalyst for 
artistic excellence, but also a lifeline for the future. Our 
Academy, which receives no Federal Government funding, 
relies on the generosity of donors to deliver world-class 
training and performance programs. Gifts like Denise’s 
ensure young Queenslanders can pursue their dreams 
without leaving the state.

Denise Wadley OAM (née Lawton), who passed away in 
2024, leaves behind a profound impact on Queensland’s 
cultural and educational landscape. A trailblazing 
journalist, educator, and arts advocate, she dedicated her 
life to championing opportunities for young people and 
the creative sector. From her early work with Queensland 
Youth Orchestras to leadership roles with the Queensland 
Conservatorium, QIT, and Metro Arts, Denise helped shape 
the institutions that continue to support artists today.

Her unwavering belief in community, education, and the 
arts was rooted in her formative years at St Margaret’s 
Anglican Girls School, where strong female mentors 
inspired her lifelong service. Today, her legacy lives on in 
the joy sparked each time young performers take the stage 
- a reminder of the transformative power of the arts.

If you’d like to learn more about how gifts like Denise’s 
help nurture the next generation of artists, visit 
queenslandballet.com.au/support

“Denise Wadley’s remarkable 
contribution helps us elevate 
music as an integral part of 
our artistic product. Her vision 
ensures young musicians and 
dancers can grow and create 
together, inspiring audiences and 
enriching the cultural landscape 
of Queensland.”
ROGER CUI 
HEAD OF MUSIC 



Queensland Ballet is proudly supported by:

Ken Talbot 
Foundation 

David Kelly 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

 

A cultural club celebrating heritage and vibrancy of ballet. 

Dr Marosh & Lily Vrtik

FILM | TV | ANIMATION

Queensland Ballet receives financial
assistance from the Queensland
Government through Arts Queensland.

Queensland Ballet is assisted by the Commonwealth
Government through Creative Australia, its arts
funding advisory body.
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